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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-eighth Report —“Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth:  

A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” — Tabling 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.15 am]: I am directed to present the twenty-eighth report of 
the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in relation to “Proceeds of crime and 
unexplained wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” 
[See paper 4714.] 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: After a meeting in November 2010 with Mr Phillip Bradley, who was then the 
commissioner of the New South Wales Crime Commission, the committee resolved to explore how unexplained 
wealth is investigated and how proceeds of crime are recovered in Western Australia. It appeared to the 
committee that the investigation of criminal wealth may have been an avenue by which the CCC could make an 
enhanced contribution to the fight against organised crime in Western Australia without compromising the 
CCC’s authentic independence from and, accordingly, its ability to objectively oversight, WA Police. The 
committee was briefed on the law enforcement strategy of following the money by representatives of a number 
of organisations, including the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation and the proceeds of crime branch of 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. These briefings led us to form the preliminary view that the investigation 
and seizure of unexplained wealth and proceeds of crime is a significant tool in the fight against organised crime. 
The committee then convened hearings with the deputy and assistant commissioners of WA Police and with the 
Director of Public Prosecutions. We learned that the recovery of proceeds of crime based on criminal convictions 
is functioning very well in Western Australia and that there is no need for any amendments in this area. The 
same cannot be said, however, for the investigation of unexplained wealth. Although the Criminal Property 
Confiscation Act includes provisions that enable WA Police and the DPP to launch civil proceedings in pursuit 
of unexplained wealth, this requires the Office of the DPP to engage in work for which it is neither positioned 
nor properly resourced. As a result, powers in that act pertaining to the investigation of unexplained wealth have 
been dormant for some time. The report contains 12 findings and two recommendations, with the committee 
ultimately recommending that the unexplained wealth powers currently vested in the DPP be transferred to the 
Corruption and Crime Commission Commissioner. This would enable the CCC to investigate the finances of 
criminal targets identified by WA Police. The committee believes that enabling the CCC to investigate 
unexplained wealth on application by the Commissioner of Police would represent a focused way in which the 
CCC’s contribution to the overall fight against organised crime in Western Australia could be enhanced, without 
compromising the ability of the CCC to oversight WA Police with authentic independence and without exposing 
CCC officers to direct interaction with criminal targets. 
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